
 

 
 

 

BRING YOUR OWN BEVERAGE (BYOB) 
LICENSE FAQ & CHEAT SHEET 

Please use this document to help assist you in determining if a BYOB License fits your business plan. 
If you are having difficulty deciding, please visit Chapter 6, Section 7A of the City Code at 
https://ecode360.com/34404011, and seek legal counsel, if necessary. 

What types of BYOB Licenses does the City offer? 
BYOB-1 (Restaurant License) – Allows adults 21 and over to bring their own alcohol to drink at a 
restaurant that does not have a Primary City liquor license. 
BYOB-2 (Non-Restaurant/Complimentary Service License) – Allows adults 21 and over to bring 
their own alcohol to drink at a business that is not a restaurant and does not have a Primary City liquor 
license. The BYOB-2 license also allows the business to offer complimentary alcoholic beverages to 
guests who are 21 or older. 

What are the regulations for these license types? 
BYOB-1 
Restaurant Definition  A restaurant is a place open to the public where meals are regularly 

prepared and served. It must have seating for customers, clean and 
adequate kitchen and dining areas, and enough staff to cook and serve full 
meals.  

Conditions for License  
1. BYOB‑1 is only allowed when a meal is purchased and consumed; 
2. Each person may bring up to one 750 ml bottle of wine, 36 ounces of beer, or three ounces of 

spirits; 
3. Alcohol brought in under BYOB‑1 must stay within the licensed area of the business; 
4. Businesses with a BYOB‑1 license may provide glassware and ice, and may uncork, pour, serve, 

or otherwise manage alcohol service. Please note that this is not a City‑required service and is 
offered at the discretion of the business. 

5. Employees who serve alcohol or check IDs must have the required state and local training. 
6. When applying, businesses must provide the City with a bond and proof of insurance showing 

dram shop or similar liability coverage for BYOB service. 
7. No one under 21 may possess or consume alcohol. 
8. Video gaming is not allowed in businesses with a BYOB‑1 license. 

BYOB-2 
Complimentary Definition  Alcohol given to guests who are 21 or older at no cost when customers are 

purchasing, consuming, or may purchase or consume the goods or 
personal services the business normally provides 

Conditions for License 
1. BYOB‑2 is only allowed when customers are purchasing, consuming, or may purchase or 

consume the goods or personal services the business normally provides. 
2. Each person may bring up to one 750 ml bottle of wine, 36 ounces of beer, or three ounces of 

spirits. 
3. Both BYOB‑2 and complimentary alcohol service must take place only within the licensed area 

of the business. 
4. BYOB‑2 is only available to businesses with a maximum occupancy of 50 patrons. 
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5. Businesses with a BYOB‑2 license may provide glassware and ice, and may uncork, pour, serve, 
or otherwise manage alcohol consumption. Please note that this is not a City‑required service 
and is offered at the discretion of the business. 

6. Employees who serve alcohol or check IDs must have the required state and local training. 
7. When applying, businesses must provide the City with a bond and proof of insurance showing 

dram shop or similar liability coverage for BYOB service. 
8. No one under 21 may possess or consume alcohol. 
9. Video gaming is not allowed in businesses with a BYOB‑2 license. 

How much do the licenses cost?
BYOB-1 
Application Fee: $100 
Annual License Fee: $250 

BYOB-2 
Application Fee: $100 
Annual License Fee: $100

How do I apply? 
Applications can be submitted online through the City’s website at 
https://www.bloomingtonil.gov/departments/city-clerk/license-permits/liquor. Note that all required 
documents must be attached, and the application must be complete with no missing information. 
Licenses are valid 05/01 – 04/30 each year. Renewal information is sent via email in March of each 
year. 

Who do I contact with questions about this license type? 
The City Clerk Department at (309) 434-2509 Ext. 6 or cityclerk@cityblm.org. 


