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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 22.2 (HUMAN RELATIONS) 
OF THE CITY CODE BY ADDING PROVISIONS PROHIBITING SEXUAL 

ORIENTATION DISCRIMINATION AND EXEMPTING RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 
OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS FROM PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 22.2 

Whereas, the City has prohibited discrimination based on certain listed characteristics in the 
areas of employment, housing, financing and public accommodations because making decisions 
by classifying persons according to such characteristics does not advance a legitimate business 
consideration; and 

Whereas, making decisions by classifying persons according to sexual orientation does not 
advance a legitimate business consideration; and 

Whereas, the City recognizes the exemptions granted to religious institutions from certain types 
of governmental regulations to avoid excessive entanglement between government and religion; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS: 

Section One: That Chapter 22.2 of the Bloomington City Code, 1960, as amended, be further 
amended by adding the following language to the definitions contained in Section 3 of such 
Chapter (additions are indicated by underlines): 

"Discriminate" means to make a difference in treatment, or favor any person because of race, 
color, sex, religion, age, national origin, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, or 
physical or mental disability unrelated to ability. 

"Sexual Orientation" - The term "sexual orientation" means homosexuality, bisexuality, or 
heterosexuality, whether the orientation is real or perceived. 

Section Two: That Chapter 22.2 of the Bloomington City Code, 1960, as amended, be further 
amended by adding the following underlined language to the first sentences of Sections 4 
(Employment), 5 (Housing), 6 (Public Accommodations) and 7 (Financing) of such chapter: 

"Discrimination" as applied under this Section shall mean any differences in treatment based on 
race, color, sex, religion, age, national origin, marital status, familial status, sexual orientation, or 
physical or mental disability unrelated to ability. 

Section Three: That Chapter 22.2 of the Bloomington City Code, 1960, as amended, be further 
amended by adding the following underlined language to the "Exemptions" subsections of 
Sections 4 (Employment), 5 (Housing), 6 (Public Accommodations) and 7 (Financing) of such 
chapter, adding a new lettered or numbered subsection as necessary: 



Nothing in this chapter shall apply to decisions of a religious society, association, organization or 
institution affecting the definition, promulgation or advancement of the mission, practices, or 
beliefs of the society, association, organization or institution. 

Section Four: That except as provided herein, the Bloomington City Code, 1960, as amended, 
shall remain in full force and effect. 

Section Five: That the City Clerk shall publish this ordinance in pamphlet form as provided by 
law. 

Section Six. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect ten days after the date of its 
publication. 

Passed this of October, 2002. 

Approved this of October, 2002 
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Tracey Covert, City Clerk 


