


Public Forum 
Format

❖Time for Speaking: Participants will have 3 
minutes to share their opinion and make 
their voice heard. 

❖Q&A: Time will not allow for questions and 
answers; however, staff will take note of all 
questions presented. 

❖ Further Comments: If time does not allow 
you to speak or you wish to add more 
information, please send your comments to 
publiccomment@cityblm.org.



Help the City 
Council formulate 

a policy on Data 
Centers



City Staff & 
Council 
Initial List of 
Concerns

Water usage and capacity

Energy costs

Potential noise issues

Landscaping / Buffering

Lighting

Environmental Impacts



Energy
The large energy grid that serves Illinois means 
data centers elsewhere can influence our 
community's energy landscape.

The white “dot” on the map represents the City 
of Bloomington.



Are there any benefits that should be considered?

JOBS? PROPERTY TAX 
RELIEF?

QUANTUM 
COMPUTING?

COMMUNITY 
FUNDING?



Water Conservation

The City has a limited water supply. This 
remains a critical consideration for the 
City Council.

This is the City’s water use:
• 10MGD Average per Day
• 17MGD on a Peak Day
• Estimated Safe Yield: 12MGD to 

14MGD



Would a hyperscale data 
center with guardrails (i.e., 
limited water use, its own 
energy, well landscaped and 
screened with limited noise) 
be welcomed by the 
community?



Your feedback 
matters!

mailto:publiccomment@cityblm.org


Most concern seems to focus on 
larger “hyperscale” data centers 
(like the one pictured) and the 
ability and interest to house such 
facilities within the community.







Next 
Steps

The City Council will likely 
consider a policy on data 
centers at an upcoming 
meeting.

Please share your opinion at 
this forum!



Your feedback 
matters!

mailto:publiccomment@cityblm.org


Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



What are Data Centers?
Source: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



Tax Impact Example
Source: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



Data Center Market
Source: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



Potential Community Revenue
Source: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



Data Center Types
Source: Metropolitan Mayors Caucus / Municipal Data Center Task Force



Your feedback 
matters!

mailto:publiccomment@cityblm.org
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